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Advanced Placement (AP) English Language & Composition 
Ms. Erin Michener  2017-2018 

Email: erinmichener@mooreschools.com     School Phone: (405) 735-4830 
School Website: www.mooreschools.com/Domain/4118 

  
Course Description: This advanced curriculum is centered on the analysis of rhetoric and arguments 
primarily with American non-fictional texts, though numerous genres will be examined.  Study skills, 
grammar, vocabulary, research, and the mechanics of writing are incorporated with the literature 
framework.  The purpose of the eleventh grade curriculum is to enhance the students’ foundation in 
American literature, improve their ability to think critically, and improve their ability to communicate 
both oral and written ideas precisely.  Readings will be drawn from college-level material and will 
feature diverse, and often opposing, ideologies and perspectives.  Because students may opt to take the 
AP English Language and Composition exam in the spring to earn college credit, instruction and 
activities are more in-depth and the pace is faster than in the regular English classes.  The majority of 
AP students are college-bound; therefore, they are expected to be self-motivated and self-disciplined, 
prepared for each day’s class, ready to participate in discussions, and have mastered basic composition, 
grammar, and usage skills.  They should also have above average reading skills due to the depth of 
material and the amount of reading required. 
  
Course Goals: Students will . . .  

(a) Apply knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in 
reading materials and use those words accurately. 

(b) Read and understand grade-level appropriate material, analyzing the organizational patterns, 
arguments, and positions advanced. 

(c) Read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature, and conduct in 
depth analyses of recurrent patterns and themes; integrate literacy strategies into reading on a 
regular basis. 

(d) Write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned 
argument.  The writing demonstrates student’s awareness of audience and purpose. 

(e) Combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description to produce 
sophisticated texts.  Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and 
the research, organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in the previous standard. 

(f) Write and speak with a command of standard American English conventions and integrate 
technology into both written and spoken work. 

(g) Formulate adroit judgments about oral communication.  They will deliver focused and coherent 
presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and demonstrates solid reasoning.  They 
use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to audience and purpose. 

  
 Supplies: 

❏ A three-ring binder with dividers specifically for English.  Dividers should be labeled: 
Vocabulary, Notes, Timed Writes, Assignments, and Additional Resources. 

❏ Plenty of college-ruled, white notebook paper. 
❏ Multiple pencils and pens.  Pens should also ideally be of different colors because that assists 

with purposeful annotations. 
❏ Post-its and highlighters are also highly recommended for annotations and studying purposes. 
❏ As WHS policy, students must have a visible ID and planner with them at all times. 
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 Expectations: 
❖ Be responsible.  Bring all supplies necessary for success and be in your seat and ready to work 

when the bell rings.  Turn all work in when it is due. 
❖ Be honest.  There is a zero tolerance for excuses, so save time and own up to your actions. 
❖ Be respectful.  Have respect for yourself, your peers, and your teacher.  You will hinder success 

by bringing in negative behavior.  Check it at the door because this is not the place.  It is okay to 
disagree. 

  
The Little Things: 

1) Cell phones and earbuds/headphones are only allowed and may only be visible when instructed 
by the teacher.  If this rule is broken, consequences will follow per the below Discipline Policy. 

2) Remain seated and working until dismissed by the teacher. 
3) Per school policy, no food is allowed at any time and water is permitted only in a designated 

water bottle. 
4) Students will need to have their ID and their own planner on them in order to leave the 

classroom. 
5) Please leave bathroom things (putting on perfume/cologne, deodorant, etc.) for the bathroom. 
6) Two tardies = one absence.  More than five minutes late to class (without a pass) is an automatic 

absence.  Only ten unexcused absences are allowed per semester.  Multiple tardies and absences 
not only affect your success, but may result in the teacher being prompted to follow 
consequences outlined in the below Discipline Policy. 

 
Discipline Policy: 
1st offense: verbal warning 
2nd offense: conference with teacher 
3rd offense: Detention Assignment and parent contact 
4th offense: referral to office (intervention) and parent contact; additional consequence is then decided 
upon 

**This Discipline Policy may be modified at the teacher’s discretion based on severity of offense 
and/or quantity of offenses.** 

 
 

Grading Scale: 

Writing = 20% 
Reading = 20% 
Listening & Speaking = 10% 
Language = 15% 
Projects & Assessments = 20% 
Semester Test = 15% 

90-100% = A  
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
59-0% = F 

 

All essays in this class will be scored on 
a 9-point rubric that is similar to the 
9-point system of the AP Test’s essay 
section.  See attachment for an example. 

 
 
Missing/Late Work: 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to learn what was missed.  You have the amount of days you 
were absent for to make-up work.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, it is still due upon 
arrival . . . except for essays and projects.  You will always know when a large assignment (i.e., an 
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essay or a project) is due days, if not weeks, in advance.  Plan accordingly!  Whether submitted 
electronically or brought to the school and dropped off, large assignments are due on the advertised due 
date.  It is the English department’s policy that twenty percent will be deducted from essays turned in 
one day late; forty percent will be deducted from essays turned in two days late.  Essays will not be 
accepted more than two days late. 
  
Academic Integrity: 
Because of the importance of academic integrity, the course requires students and their parents or 
guardian to agree to the plagiarism policy called the “Honor Code.”  Students and parents are made 
aware that plagiarism is the use of the ideas or writings of another as one’s own and that such 
dishonorable conduct will result in a zero.  Students entering this course and their parents agree to abide 
by this policy by reading and signing the Honor Code Agreement.  
To aid in the discovery of plagiarized papers, students are often required to use Turn It In (turnitin.com), 
a web-based plagiarism detection service, when submitting papers. 
  
Extra Help & Contact: 
I am available after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays, though can probably be available on other days 
if asked ahead of time.  My school email, erinmichener@mooreschools.com, is an outstanding way to 
get in touch with me.  I also plan to establish a Remind 101 account and a Google Classroom site for 
each class period for other methods of communication (and instruction).  Information for these will be 
delivered ASAP. 
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Units of Study: 
The following is a brief overview of themes and topics that we will study and explore with some of the 
associated readings.  NOTE: This overview is subject to change at my discretion.  
 
Rhetorical Analysis  This unit reviews the basics of writing a timed response in 

response to short passages, specifically concerning tone, diction, 
detail, point of view, syntax, points of emphasis, transitions, and 
organization. 

Rhetorical Devices & S.A.T. 
Vocabulary 

Students will expand their knowledge and use of college-level 
vocabulary.  There are weekly tests on this vocabulary to help 
prepare them for the AP Test and other collegiate level tests. 

Identity This unit examines the theme of identity as it applies to various 
literary works including Jon Krakauer’s novel Into the Wild, Kurt 
Vonnegut’s novel Slaughterhouse Five, and selected essays from 
50 essays: A Portable Anthology and Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 
“Self Reliance”. This unit concludes with an argumentative 
synthesis essay. 

Race & Culture This unit examines the themes of race and culture as they apply to 
various literary works including selected essays from 50 essays: A 
Portable Anthology (Cohen), Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “Letter 
from Birmingham Jail”, a variety of TED Talks, and visual/artistic 
pieces (e.g., music videos, political propaganda, artwork, political 
cartoons). 

History and Politics This unit examines the theme of history & politics as it applies to 
various literary works including The Crucible (Miller), selected 
essays from 50 essays: A Portable Anthology (Cohen), and Henry 
David Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience”. This unit will also take a 
closer look at the role that media plays in politics. 

Ethics This unit examines the theme of ethics as it applies to various 
works including Truman Capote’s novel In Cold Blood and 
selected essays from 50 essays: A Portable Anthology (Cohen). 
This concludes with a mock trial that prompts students to 
formulate an argument about an ethical issue and experience the 
influence of a real audience (a jury). 

Satire This unit examines how to satirically make arguments and 
the effect/effectiveness of satirical arguments by reading 
texts such as Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal” and 
Stephen Colbert’s Congressional Speech on Immigration 
(2010). 
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APLAC Essay Scoring Guide 
from AP Central 

 
A papers (90-100%/8-9 on AP scale) 
9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in development or impressive in their control of language. 
  
8 Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position that addresses the most important 
factors presented in the prompt. Their prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of 
the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless. 
These scores are for essays in which excellent content and impressive writing reveal the writer’s ability 
to reason with perception and to express ideas clearly and skillfully with stylistic maturity.  The 
accomplish all of the following: 

● An understanding of the assignment or question; 
● A depth of analysis supported by appropriate, specific references to the text and the student’s 

ability to apply knowledge of literary techniques to a valid interpretation of content; 
● A sense of the complexity (e.g., nuance, irony, ambiguity, or shift in perspective) of the passage 

to be analyzed; and 
● Consistent control over the elements of effective writing, particularly diction, syntax, and 

structure. 
 
B Papers (80-89%/6-7 on AP scale) 
7  This is a thinner version of the excellent paper; still impressive, cogent, convincing, but less 
well-handled in terms of organization, insight, or vocabulary. Descriptors can include the following: 
clear understanding, less precise, less well-supported, maturing, this writer has potential, but hasn’t 
quite got it all. 
  
6  This is an adequate paper, but it may be deficient in one of the essentials mentioned above. It 
may be less mature in thought or less well-handled in terms of organization, syntax, or mechanics. 
Descriptors can include the following:  less mature, some difficulties, just above average. 
 
These scores are for essays that are somewhat similar to but not as strong as the 9-8 essay.  These essays 
demonstrate the writer’s ability to express ideas clearly but with less maturity and control than the top 
papers and sometimes with minor flaws in interpretation or writing. 
  
C Papers (70-79%/5 on the AP scale) 
5 The 5 paper is a thinner version of the 6. Descriptors can include the following: superficial, 
vague, uneven, and mechanical. 
 
This score is for those essays that demonstrate any or all of the following: 

● An understanding of the question but not a full analysis, often with vague, superficial, limited 
answers which reflect a simplistic approach and flaws in interpretation; 

● Little specific support from the text; 
● Writing that adequately conveys the writer’s thoughts but which is not as well conceived, 

organized, or developed as the upper level papers; 
● Writing that lacks stylistic maturity, and 
● A mechanical formula as the vehicle for limited thinking. 
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D Papers (60-69%/3-4 on the AP scale) 
4 This is an inadequate paper which maintains the general idea of the writing assignment, shows 
some sense of organization, but is weak in content, maturity of thought, language facility, and/or 
mechanics. It may distort the topic or fail to deal adequately with one important aspect of the topic. 
  
3 The 3 essay compounds the weaknesses of the 4. Descriptors can include the following: 
incomplete, oversimplified, meager, irrelevant, and insufficient. 
  
This score is for essays that compound the weaknesses of the five essays in any or all of the following 
areas: 

● Weak control over the elements of good writing including diction, syntax, or structure; 
● Failure to demonstrate a complete understanding of the question or assignment; 
● Mostly plot summary with little analysis; 
● Incomplete response to the prompt; 
● Recurrent stylistic flaws; and 
● Lack of specific, persuasive evidence from the text for support. 

  
F Papers (59% and below/1-2 on the AP scale) 
2 The 2 essay demonstrates little success. The score assigned to a paper that makes an attempt to 
deal with the topic but demonstrates serious weaknesses in content and coherence and/or syntax and 
mechanics. It is an unacceptable score. Descriptors can include the following: serious misreading, 
unacceptably brief, and/or poorly written. 
  
1 This is the score given to any on-topic response that has very little redeeming quality. It may be 
very brief or very long, but will be scarcely coherent, usually full of mechanical errors, or completely 
missed the focus of the prompt. Descriptors can include the following: vacuous, inexact, and 
mechanically unsound. 
 
These scores are for essays that fail to respond adequately to the question.  They may exhibit any or all 
of the following: 

● Distortion or misapplication of the work or assignment; 
● Serious problems in diction, syntax, or structure; 
● Mere summary of the plot; 
● Lack of clarity, organization, or supporting evidence; and 

Such a brief answer that the student’s writing ability cannot be identified. 

 


